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be encouraged, whiie the formation of stars should be
checlred, we cannot say f nor can we account for the
contrary peculiarity in another region; but we feel
certain that some cause miist exist for both relations,
because the results are too marked to be the restflt
of accident. Now in the case where we find*both
stars and nebulas abundant in particular parts of the
heavens, we feel equally certain that the result is not
accidental. Even though there were not here, as in
the former case, the evidence of a clearing of star-
material from certain regions, we could not doubt that
the association of stars and nebulae was real and not
apparent. But in reality there is here, precisely as in
the former case, a gathering together of stellar matter
into certain regions. The very ^existence of such a
stream as Eridanus or Hydra, and of such a cluster as
the greater or lesser Magellanic Cloud,implies the action
of such a process of segregation. A stream would not
be recognisable if it were not bounded by relatively
bare regions. Clusters like the Nubeculse might be
visible even on a rich sky, and were the sidereal hea-
vens richly strewed with stars round these objects I
should be disposed to admit that there was a difficulty
in n?y theory. But what is the fact ? Not only is each
of 'the Nubeculae placed in a region obviousl/ bare
of lucid stars, but Sir John Hefschel, speaking of
the telescopic aspect of the neighbourhood of these
mysterious clusters, dwells again and again on its
poverty CA miserably poor and barren region,' he*
says of one field near the Nubeculae. c The access to